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BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA BRING GOSPEL SOUND TO UM 
MISSOULA—
The legendary Blind Boys of Alabama will bring their groovin’ gospel sound to The 
University of Montana for a free concert in recognition of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
The concert kicks off at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 23, in the University Center Ballroom. 
Part of UM’s Martin Luther King Jr. celebration, the Blind Boys concert is presented to the 
public at no charge with the support of UM’s Excellence Fund, the offices of the President and 
Vice President for Student Affairs, and UC Programming.
Since the band’s birth way back in 1939, the Blind Boys of Alabama have become a 
gospel singing group of nearly mythic proportions. They fuse traditional prayer hymns with 
rockin’ blues for a sound that, according to Rolling Stone, summons “the evangelical spirit of a 
crusade in progress, capturing the feeling not just of the revival tent but of the dark, human 
swampland lurking just beyond it.”
Now in their eighth decade of performing, the Blind Boys of Alabama have earned a 
place in the sun with their latest album, “Spirit of the Century,” which People Weekly called 
“devout and divine.
“The Blind Boys hook up with ex-John Hiatt producer John Chelew to craft a soul­
stirring collection that revisits such church classics as “Amazing Grace” (here inventively set to
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the melody of “House of the Rising Sun”), plus gospelized versions of secular songs by Ben 
Harper and Tom Waits,” wrote People. “The Boys sing with a passion and spirit that will make 
even nonbelievers say hallelujah.”
For more information about campus events in celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
visit the UM calendar online at www.umt.edu/homepage/news.
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